
GILLINGHAM 
CARNIVAL

10TH OCTOBER 
2026

Best 
in 

Best in Carnival 2025 
Hilbilly Joe’s, Kiplings Carnival Club



 
INTERNET PRICES ON YOUR HIGH STREET 

CHAPEL SHOWROOM OFFERING SAME DAY DELIVERY 
(Delivery within 20 miles of BA12 6DD on all stocked items 

 in showroom if ordered before 5pm) 

Washing Machines from £229 
Dishwashers from £239.99 
Tumble Dryers from £199 
Fridge/Freezers from £189 

Televisions from £99.99 

ASK REGARDING OUR INSTALLATION SERVICE 

WHITE GOODS REPAIRS 
Washing Machines • Cookers • Fridge Freezers etc. 

AERIAL, FREESAT & SKY INSTALLATION 

Repairs • New Installations • Upgrades • Realignment 
DAB Installations • Retunes 
SkyQ • Freeview • Freesat  

TV Wall Installation 
 

Why not treat yourself to a new TV, we can supply, completely install  
and upgrade your aerial if necessary for a stress free service  

01747 860215 

Calor Gas Stockists - Delivery can be arranged 
Salisbury Street, Mere, Wiltshire BA12 6HB 

also Chapel Showroom at Boar Street BA12 6DD 
sales@jeanselectrical.co.uk 
www.jeanselectrical.co.uk

2026 
Main Sponsor: David Wilson Homes
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CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE
Welcome to Gillingham Carnival 
Programme 2026.  
The Gillingham Carnival week culminating 
in the Carnival Processions, is here again, 
for everyone to participate in, watch and 
enjoy. Yes, another year has gone by.  
Gillingham Carnival Committee continues 
its work to organise and run Gillingham 
Carnival, raising funds through 
Sponsorships, Donations, Event and Street 
collections, in order to finance the annual 
Carnival.  
So thank you to our main sponsor David 
Wilson Homes and everyone in Gillingham 
and the surrounding ares who support the 
Carnival. Your help with our fund raising, 
programme adverts, street collections, 
donation appeals and Carnival Marshalling 
makes a real difference.  

Carnival preparation relies on the 
Committee members giving up their free 
time and I am grateful to all the Committee 
members for their ideas, support, actions 
and friendship. My gratitude extends to all 
carnival entrants who spend their summer 
months building the illuminated cart, non-
motorised entries and crafting the intricate 
costumes.  
Please browse through this free programme 
and come along to as many of the 
Gillingham Carnival week events as you 
can. On Saturday 10th October spectators 
can see the various entries in the 
Processions. Please give generously in cash 
to the passing street collectors and 
collections floats. I look forward to seeing 
you  
Tim Kingsmill 
Chairman & Chief Marshal 

ROAD CLOSURE 
 

Afternoon Carnival: 
High St from Station Road to end of Queen Street 14:50 to 16:15 

 
Evening Carnival: 

Brickfields Business Park 15:00 to 21:30 
Newbury Roundabout to end of Queen Street 18:15 to 21:30 

New Road to L Neubourg Way (Station Road Junction) 18.45 to 20:30 
Bay Road and Fairy Crescent 19:00 to 21.30 

 
The carnival committee apologise for any  

inconvenience caused by the above road closure’s

2026 
Main Sponsor: David Wilson Homes

CARNIVAL DAY ALERT 
Please be aware that there are two Maroons (loud bangs) let off from Chantry Fields to indicate 

the start of the Children’s Procession at 3.00pm  
and again at the start of the Grand Illuminated Procession at 7.15pm
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Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Enjoy driving? 
Enjoy meeting people? 
Want to help our community? 

Please Join Gillingham 
Area Car Link 

Our drivers take people living in the SP8 
area to hospitals and other medical 

appointments. We are recruiting new 
drivers. We pay mileage expenses and you 

decide when you drive. If you own a car 
please call Philip on 01747 824645 or 

email: walkerphilsu@gmail.com. Or visit 
our website:  

 
www.gillinghamcarlink.org.uk 

Gillingham Area Car Link Scheme, registered charity no 1138732 

If you live in 
SP8 and need help 
with travel, ring 
07599 311443 

Drawn by Richard Johnston:  
rbj.illustration@gmail.com 

R. Moore Contractors 

TARMAC GROUNDWORKS & EXCAVATION 
HIGHER HAM HOUSE, SHAFTESBURY ROAD 

GILLINGHAM, DORSET SP8 4LP 

(T) 01747 821478  RICHARD 07860 734755  WILLIAM 07930 589660 
E.mail  info@rmoorecontractors.com
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ROYALTY 2026

Princess Bethan Sleeth-Stevens 
Attendants Neve Wright & Alarna Wright

C & J Dyer 
 
Building and 
Civil Engineering 
Contractors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mobile 07860 245 896

Proud to be supporting  
Gillingham carnival by creating beautiful carnival hair  

for this year’s participants!  
 

I am based in Afresh hair and beauty, Gillingham  
and specialise in bridal styling and occasion hair.  

 
New clients are always welcome,  

I love helping people feel confident with  
hair that suits their lifestyle and personality. 

  
To book an appointment  
or see more of my work,  

follow @sophielola.hair on social media!
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INTELLIGENT
DIAGNOSTICS

www.tyresingillingham.co.uk

TYRE BAY: 01747 831007
SERVICE: 01747 822434

FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLE SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE NEEDS

THUR 8th OCT to SAT 10th OCT 
Thursday & Friday 5pm till 9pm    Saturday 1pm till 10pm
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The Red Lion is proud to support 
Gillingham Carnival  

 
 

Open as usual from 12pm 
 

Join us in our spacious 
Beer Garden 

 
The Red Lion, High Street,  

Gillingham SP8 4AA 
Tel: 01747 229177 

Follow us on Facebook

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collectors  
wanted for  
Carnival Day 

Interested???  
Please ring Mary on  

01747 823036
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COLIN 
HECKFORD 

 
CAR REPAIRS  

and  
M.O.T.s 

 
 

Unit 3, Brickfield Trading Estate, 
Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4JL 

 

Tel: 01747 825800

Serene Beauty  
Unit 4 Town Bridge House, High Street, 

Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4AA 
 

01747 826262 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

www.serenebeautydorset.co.uk
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SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER

WINDOW  
SPOTTING 

COMPETITION 
 

This ever-popular competition,  
starts today and  

continues throughout the week. 
Closes Sunday after Carnival.  

Entry £2 
Entry forms are available  
from Station Road Garage 

WALKING 
TREASURE HUNT  

Start 2.00pm at the Gillingham Social Club.    
Finish at 4.00pm for marking,  

a rest and a cup of tea.     
Entries on the day — £3 per team.    
Kindly sponsored by Mary Bailey 

The Murray Hawkins  
Dental Practice Trophy

Gillingham Carnival  
Open Fishing  
Competition 

 
 

Seniors come along  
and have a go 

 
 

For details Tel Mark Harper 

07885 498976

       
 QUIZ NIGHT  

at Coronation Club  
7.30 pm 

 
TEAMS OF 4 – ENTRY FEE 

£5 per team 
 

 In Memory of Ron Cake 

2026 
Main Sponsor: David Wilson Homes
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MONDAY 5TH OCTOBER

BABY SHOW 
Bowling Club  

School Lane 
 

 

Age groups: 0-6 months, 
7-12 months, 13-18 months 

19-24 months          
All entries to live in SP8 postal code  

(No entries after Judging has started)  
Organised by Gillingham Carnival 

Committee & Gillingham Scout Group 
 

Doors open 10.00am, Judging 10.30am 
Kindly sponsored by Mary Bridle

£2.00 per entry

GRAND  
CARNIVAL  

PRIZE BINGO 
at  

 Bowling Club 
 

Doors Open 6.45pm 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 

Grand Prize Raffle

FRIDAY 9TH OCTOBER

 DARTS 
PAIRS 

 
at Coronation Club 

Cash Prizes of £100 and 
Frank Lane Memorial Cup 

 

Sign In 8.00pm 
£5 per pair 

 
Kindly sponsored by 

Les Wardle

KNOCKOUT  
SKITTLES 

 

CASH PRIZES of £100 
AND  

TIMEPIECE TROPHY 
 

Entry on Night £2 
at the Coronation Club from 7.30pm 

 
 

Kindly sponsored 
by Coronation Club
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1.00pm           COLE’S FUNFAIR (see advert page 7) 

2.00pm           Judging: Afternoon Procession - Gillingham Primary School  

3.00pm           CHILDREN’S PROCESSION - Dispersing in Queen Street 

6.00pm          Assemble: Evening Procession - Brickfields Business Park.  

6.30pm           Parade of Bands through the High Street. 

7.00pm           “A Cavalcade of Steam” starts at Barn Surgery 

7.05pm           Parade of Majorettes starts at the Railway Bridge 

7.15pm           GRAND ILLUMINATED PROCESSION  
Route 

New Road, Railway Bridge, along Newbury, through the  
High Street, into Queen Street and along Bay Road.  

Dispersing at the end of Fairey Crescent.

CARNIVAL DAY TIMINGS

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER

Tickets available from Committee Members
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2025 WINNERS

Darts Pairs Winners 
David Cheeseman & Luke Sargeant 

Quiz Winner - Phoenix Rising 
Runners up - Gilburys

Knockout Skittles 
Winner & Ladies High Score - Carol Strudwick 

Runner up - David Kingdon 
 Gents High Score– Fred Cheeseman 

Treasure Hunt 
Winners - Team Hoskins 

Treasure Hunt 
Runners up - Team Gilburys 



CHILDREN’S PROCESSION CLASSES
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Entry Forms available from: 
Procession Secretary Kath Outram, 4 Palace Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4PQ 

www.gillinghamcarnival.org.uk 
 
A limited number of entries can be accepted on Carnival Day but please help our Procession Secretary 

at this busy time by submitting entry forms beforehand if at all possible. 
 

No Motorised entries are accepted in this procession. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 
All classes receive prizes and trophies. 

First Prize £20, Second Prize £15, Third Prize £10, Unplaced Entries £5. 
 
CLASS/DESCRIPTION                                                                         TROPHIES 
A       Individual – girls up to 5 years                                                    Wyke Trophy 
B       Individual – boys up to 5 years                                                    Robson Cup 
C       Individual – girls 6-9 years                                                       Peacemarsh Cup 
D       Individual – boys 6-9 years                                                        Lodden Shield 
E        Individual – 10-16 years                                                    A.E. (Dinger) Bell Trophy 
F        Pairs – under 16 years                                                            Tommy Suttle Cup 
G       Groups – up to 6 persons – under 16 years                                Manic Mat Cup 
H       Groups – 7 or more persons – under 8 years                                 Bay Trophy 
I         Groups – 7 or more persons – 8 to 16 years                    Angela Ball Dedication Trophy 
J        Decorated cycle, pram,                                                        Event Catering Trophy 
         pushchair & small trolley – under 16 years 
K       Decorated hand drawn trolley – under 16 years                     1989 Committee Cup 

 
Special Awards 

Chairman’s Choice                                                                            Glyn Jones Cup 
Best Gillingham Entry excluding Youth Organizations                         Pullen Family Shield 
Best Gillingham Youth Organization Entry                                    Colin Dyer Dedication Cup 
Entry showing most enjoyment                                                   Phil Bailey Carnival Fun Cup 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best in Carnival                                                                             Best In Carnival Cup 
Best Gillingham Entry                                                                         Challenge Cup 
Best Gillingham Entry (excluding Carnival Clubs)                  Mary Bridle & Angela Ball Rose Bowl 
Best Gillingham Youth Organization                                                        Youth Cup 
Best Comic Entry – Float OR Masquerader                                           Secretary’s Cup 
Most Original Entry                                                                        The Bayjays Trophy 
Best Construction – Floats                                                            David Fry Memorial Cup 
Best Lighting Effect – Floats                                            Kevin Cross Memorial Cup 
Best Lighting Effect – Masqueraders & Trollies                   The Bailey Family Trophy 
Best Dressed Driver                                                        The David Webber Cup 
Best Costumes – Motorised Entries                                  Carol Cake Memorial Cup 
Best Costumes – Walking Entries Adult                    Ron Cake “60 years in Carnival” Cup 
Best Costumes – Walking Entries Juvenile                              Heron Family Cup 
Best Dressed Collector                                                The Angela Ball Memorial Cup 
Best Band                                                                       The Gerald Bird Shield

EVENING PROCESSION SPECIAL AWARDS



EVENING PROCESSION CLASSES
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CLASS/ DESCRIPTION                                               TROPHIES                            APPEARANCE 
                                                                                                                                MONEY 

 
1     Wessex GP Circuit Entries - Tableaux Float                  Gillingham Council Trophy               £175 
2     Wessex GP Circuit Entries - Feature Float                    Jubilee Cup                                     £175 
3     Wessex GP Circuit Entries - Comic Float                     Lee Hacker Cup                              £175 
4     Wessex GP Circuit Entries - Juvenile Float                    Walter Bridle & Stanley Maidment    £175 
       Comic, Tableaux or Feature                                       Memorial Trophy 
5     Wessex GP Circuit EntriesAdult Non-VSO Float           Newbury Trophy                              £90 
6     Wessex GP Circuit Entries Juvenile Non-VSO Float      Chantry Trophy                                £90 
7     Decorated vehicle with or without Adult Walkers         Phil Bailey Memorial Cup                  £75 
       OR Undecorated vehiclewith Adult Walkers                 
8     Decorated vehicle with or without Juvenile Walkers     The Mary Bailey Trophy                    £75 
       OR Undecorated vehicle with Juvenile Walkers            
9     Wessex GP Circuit Entries                                          Shreen Trophy                                  £50 
       Decorated Trolley (Hand Drawn)                                 
10   Walking Group – Adult                                            Chamber of Commerce Cup             £35 
11   Walking Group – Juvenile                                         Committee Shield                             £35 
12   Walking - Pair – Adult                                               The Wurzel Cup                               £35 
13   Walking - Pair – Juvenile                                           Royal British Legion Cup                   £35 
14   Walking - Individual - Adult                                       Linda Knox Deputy Mayor Cup         £30 
15   Walking - Individual – Juvenile                                  Ron Weeks Memorial Cup                £30 
21   Non-Wessex GP CircuitTableaux or Feature Float        Fred Brown Memorial Cup               £175 
22   Non-Wessex GP CircuitComic Float                            Ann Padfield Memorial Cup             £175 
23   Non-Wessex GP Circuit - Juvenile Float                       Bernard Cole Memorial Cup            £175 
       Comic, Tableaux or Feature                                        
24   Non-Wessex GP Circuit                                             Claypitts Trophy                               £90 
       Adult Non-VSO Float                                                 
25   Non-Wessex GP Circuit                                             Kingscourt Trophy                             £90 
       Juvenile Non-VSO Float                                              
26a Non-Wessex GP Circuit – Decorated Hand                 Les Luffman Memorial Cup                £50 
       Drawn Trolley with 2 or more pushers/pullers  
26b Non-Wessex GP Circuit – Decorated Hand                 Gylla Trophy                                    £50 
       Drawn Trolley with 1 pusher/puller only                      
27   Decorated Trade                                                       WeDoVans.com Trophy                     Nil 
28   Majorettes & Dance Teams                                        The Majorette Trophy                        £20 
29   Oddities (for entries that do not fit any other class)       Oddity Trophy                                  £30 
 
 GILLINGHAM CARNIVAL 2027  

SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER
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ST MARY GILLINGHAM 
SCOUT GROUP

Scout Community Hall at Milton on Stour  
is available for hire 

 
For further information on Scouting or Hall Hire, 

Please contact 
contact@stmarygillinghamscoutgroup.co.uk 

 
Thank you for your support.
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FRANKS

LTD

M A I N T E N A N C E  G R O U P

Serving all your interior & 
exterior maintenance needs

01747 826656  
info@franksgroup.co.uk  
www.franksgroup.co.uk

• Heating & Plumbing
• Refurbishments
• Carpentry
• Kitchen Fitting
• Bathroom Fitting
• Wall/Floor Tiling

• Plastering
• Hard Landscaping
• Painting & Decorating
• Roof Repairs
• Electrical Installations
• Electrical Test & Inspections

Building repair & maintenance | Home refurbishments | Facilities management services

24
seven

CALL OUT

Rolls Royce 
for hire

www.arrive-in-style.co.uk 
01747 826282
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Bracher House, Newbury, 
Gillingham SP8 4QL
01747 360229

Bracher Brothers

Calls may be recorded for monitoring and quality purposes. All calls made to 0800 and 0808 numbers are free of charge whether made from a landline or mobile 
phone. Bracher Brothers Funeral Directors is a trading style of Dignity Funerals Limited. Dignity Funerals Limited is a company registered in England No. 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under Firm Reference Number 967130. Please note that the selling and administering of funeral plans 
is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, however if you are purchasing a funeral without a funeral plan this will not be covered by FCA regulation.

Your local funeral directors since 1866

We’re proud of the joy and togetherness Gillingham Carnival 
brings to our community. We wish the carnival every 
success and hope everyone has a great day!

If you need to rest your legs, pop in to our branch to ask us 
about Dignity Funeral Plans. They're a simple way to plan 
ahead for peace of mind.

Celebrating

160years
1866 - 2026



COLES FUNFAIR CHEQUE PRESENTATION

Mary Bailey Chairperson, Gillingham Carnival Committee with William Cole, 
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2025 FISHING COMPETITION

Fishing Competition Winner - Rob Fletcher 
Runners up - Dave Burford & Mark Harper



SPONSORS

Gillingham Carnival Committee would like to thank  
Main Sponsor for 2026                    Barratt David Wilson Homes 
General Sponsor                              Coles Funfair 
First Aid                                           Taylor Wimpey 
Grand Draw                                    WeDoVans.com 
Prize & Appearance Money              Andrews & Palmer 
                                                       Mary Bailey 
                                                       Gillingham Car Link 
                                                       Colin Eggleton – The Barber Shop 
                                                       Farnfields 
                                                       Future Wealth Management Ltd 
                                                       Colin Heckford 
                                                       Gillingham, Mere & Shaftesbury Lions Club 
                                                       Moments Ltd 
                                                       Janet & Philip Robson 
                                                       Kath Outram & Jo Lomas 
                                                       www.sunshineinflorida.com 
                                                       Station Road Garage 1912 Ltd 
Royalty Gift                                      Allum & Sidaway Ltd 
Royalty Float                                    C & J Dyer 
Royalty Float Generator                    Sally Cross 
Children’s Certificates                       www.sunshineinflorida.com 
Treasure Hunt                                   Mary Bailey 
Baby Show                                      Mary Bridle 
Quiz Night                                       In Memory of Ron Cake 
Darts                                                Les Wardle 
Skittles                                             Coronation Club

SPECIAL HELP

All our Collectors 
All our Marshals 
ASDA 
Nick Baker 
The Bike Clinic 
F J Chalke 
The Coronation Club 
Will Dean 
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & 
Rescue 

Dorset Police 
C & J Dyer 
Gillingham Bowling Club 
Gillingham Primary School 
Gillingham Town Council 
Gillingham Scout Group 
Gillingham Social Club 
Mark Harper 
Richard Light 
Lidl 

Tony Martin 
Riversmeet 
Smiths Building Ltd 
Stalbridge Building Supplies 
Somerset Camelot Explorer 
Scouts 
Station Road Garage 
St Mary the Virgin Church 
Wessex 4x4 Response 
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www.gillinghamcarnival.org.uk 
Published by Mary Bridle. Printed by Blackmmore Ltd, Shaftesbury

See the Difference at dwh.co.uk
or call 0333 355 8494

 PROUD TO SPONSOR 
GILLINGHAM CARNIVAL

WE’LL BUY YOUR EXISTING HOME

DISCOVER YOUR DREAM
HOME WITH PART EXCHANGE AT HIGHGROVE 

A collection of 3 & 4 bedroom homes. Prices from £413,000

SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT MORE 


